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City Meet is all about community
By BILL HENSEL

As meet referee, | claim the
privilege of reporting on the

2008 Community Swim Association
Championship, aka "the

City Meet." | know of no other
comparable event in Greensboro.
For three days, thousands

of children, parents and
swimming aficionados converge
on the venerable Lindley

Pool, where children as young

as 4 compete for themselves

and their clubs. | am pleased

to report the following:

w /hfslevolved to an inclusive
definition of community

and has begun to welcome

clubs from High Point. Although
the growth adds to the

duration and complexity of the
meet, crossing historic boundaries
is a welcomed change for
swimming and for the Triad as

a community of shared interests,
CSA's cooperative support

of the YMCA Bears team

bodes well for diverse participation
by people who make up

our community,
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when their activities only include
others of their age cohort,

CSA makes teammates

of children of various ages,
Young children look up to the
older kids on their teams and
learn how to behave properly.
Coaches - often recent graduates
of CSA clubs - also act

as important role models. That
is why courtesy, professionalism,
sportsmanship and fairness



are essential, The young

people of this community rose
to that challenge.
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knowledgeable adults

in key positions - Patrick
Mooney, meet director; Jim
Brentnell, computer operations;
Kate Walker, timing operations;
Deborah Roskelly,

clerk of course; Gary Flynn,
deck referee; and Trish Martin,
chief judge, They rose to

every logistical challenge that
presented itself and made it
seem easy.
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A few records fell, We

had an amazing parade, We

enjoyed sunshine and moderate
temperatures, People were

kind to one another.
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made the event possible.

Fifty years ago, city stewards

invested in a pool at Lindley

- an investment that pays dividends

to this day.
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on many levels. Kids are physically
active. There was no

epidemic of childhood obesity

on the deck at the City Meet.

Kids learn to push themselves

to their limits within a careful

structure.
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than the sport of swimming.

The Swim for Cancer program

raised $190,000 for the American
Cancer Society - and that

is only this year. The longstanding
program has introduced

countless children to

fundraising in service to others

and raised millions of dollars



to fight cancer. On a more
personal note, the 2008 City
Meet had a moment of silence
for two young members of our
community who had met untimely
deaths.

These themes only touch the
surface of this event. Every
parent, coach, swimmer and
volunteer has a story about the
City Meet. These individual
stories merge into a powerful,
single story of our community.
Ultimately, the meet s a
community event, attended by
thousands of community members,
sponsored by a civicminded,
community, nonprofit
organization, and supported by
our city government.

As areferee, | have yet to

see the perfect swim meet.
This year, we came close.

Dr. William A. Hensel is
director ofthe Moses Cone
Family Medicine Residency
Program and a professor at '
the UNC-Chapel Hill School of



